  Poetry Terms

1. Simile – her hair was soft as silk

2. Metaphor – life is a river to the sea

3. Allusion- reference to a famous work of literature

4. Alliteration; assonance; consonance

5. Allegory- the whole poem is symbolic and metaphorical

6. Stanza – groups of lines of a poem

7. Quatrain – four-lined stanza

8. Couplet- two lines that rhyme and have the same meter

9. Sonnet – fourteen lined poem in iambic pentameter with a set rhyme scheme Shakespearean or Petrarchan

10. Personification- giving human traits to something non-human i.e.  “The wind whispered her name”

11. Onomatopoeia- buzz, hiss, crackle, boom

12. Free verse-no rhyme and no meter

13. Hyperbole – great exaggeration

14. Iambic pentameter/ tetrameter- unstressed/stressed pattern 5 or 4 stresses; ten syllables or eight syllables

15. Ballad- lyrical, narrative poem

16. Epic- long poem that is narrative about a hero i.e. The Illiad, The Odyssey, Beowulf

17. Rhyme scheme- rhyming pattern of a poem i.e. abba abba cdcdcd

18. Ode- long poem glorifying something

19. Terza rima- aba, bcb, cdc, ded, efe…

20. Oxymoron – wise fool, deafening silence, jumbo shrimp

21. Villanelle- 19 lines

22. Octave – eight lined stanza

23. Sestet- six lined stanza

24. Tercet- three lined stanza

25. Refrain- repeated lines

26. Haiku 5,7,5 syllables per line; nature

27. Symbolism- something stands for something else white symbolizes innocence

28. Litotes – understatement

29. Metonymy-the part stands for the whole

30. Synecdoche- something closely related stands for itself

31. Apostrophe- a poem that speaks directly to someone missing or dead or not even human

32. Anaphora- repetition of a beginning of a line

33. Blank verse- iambic pentameter but no rhyme scheme 

34. Conceits- an extended complex metaphor

35. Archetypes- a model or prototype; apotheosis or quintessential example
 

