Short Story and Novel Essay Outline
Paragraph one – author, point of view, tone, setting

Paragraph two – plot conflict, climax, conclusion (a brief summary), foreshadowing

*Paragraph three – characterization (protagonist, antagonist, two minor characters) physical traits, psychological traits, foils, stereotypes, static, dynamic, details, quotes

Paragraph four – themes, symbolism, irony, life lessons, truths about human nature

Paragraph five – tie ins to life, literature, movies (relevance to our lives today)

Quote from the text to support your paper, especially in paragraphs three and four.

 Avoid rambling plot summary.

Do not use contractions, avoid 2nd person “you”, the “and” symbol, a lot, like, so, then, it, be, is, are, was, were, cuz, gonna, slang…

Things to double check: tense shifts, fragments, run-on sentences, spelling, punctuation, clarity, redundancy ( repeating the same word or thought) …

Common mistakes: a lot, woman/women, then/than, of/have, until, was/were, choose/chose, loose/lose, life/lives, too/ to/two, cause/because, their/they’re/there  

