Half Page Analysis of Key Quote from the Novel

1. Students will choose a key scene, quote, character or event from the novel.  Students will be assigned pages of the novel to choose from in order to cover the whole book. For example row one may choose from pages one to forty; row two may choose from page forty-one to sixty.

2. Students will write or type a half page analysis explaining why they think this particular quote or scene was critical to the book as a whole.  For example in Animal Farm, Boxer always saying, “Napoleon is always right” or “I will work harder” could be used to demonstrate the point Orwell is making about the dangers of being ignorant in a society.  Students could choose the character of Snowball and discuss the theme of society’s need for scapegoats.

3. Students will form a circle and read their analyses orally to the class. A few follow-up comments by the teacher or class should follow each reading. Students should be sure to give the page number of their quote so other students can find it and use it in their longer 2-3 page essay on the novel.

