Essay Scoring Rubric
8-9  Answers all parts of the question or topic completely, using specific evidence from the work and showing how that evidence is relevant to the point being made.  Demonstrates clear understanding of the work.  Demonstrates stylistic maturity by an effective command of sentence structure, diction, and organization.  (9-100/8-95)

6-7  Also accurately answers all parts of the question or topic, but does so less fully        or effectively than essays in the top range.  Well written in an appropriate style but with less maturity than the top papers.  Some lapses in diction or syntax may appear, but demonstrates sufficient control over the elements of composition.  (7-90/6-85)

5  Discusses the question, but may be simplistic or imprecise.  Adequately written, but may demonstrate inconsistent control over the elements of composition.  Organization is attempted, but may not be fully realized or particularly effective.  (5-80)

3-4  Answers the question with inaccuracies or without the support of specific evidence.  May contain spelling or grammatical errors. (4-75/3-70).

1-2  Fails to respond adequately to the question.  May misunderstand the question or passage.  Writing reveals consistent weakness in grammar or other basic elements of composition. (2-65/1-60)

