Drama Terms

1. Blocking- areas marked off for action

2. Pit- where orchestra plays

3. Wheel of Fortune- rise and fall of tragic hero

4. *Tragedy- actions effect many, eloquent speech, flaw in tragic hero, order is restored, tragic hero is fated

5. Comedy- happy ending, points out mans flaws  

6. Theatre of the Absurd- play that seems like a farce or is absurd or doesn’t make sense although it does have a theme

7. Chorus- fourteen total, dance and sing across stage, acts as narrator of the play 

8. Deus ex Machina- “God and the Machine,” God or saint save the day

9. Morality plays- play is set around a vice

10. Miracle plays- based on a scene from Bible

11. Thespian- actor

12. Playwright- writes play

13. Cue/Stage Manager- signal to go on stage and say lines/ manager of play

14. Script- words of the play

15. Ad lib- make up lines as you go

16. Soliloquy- monologue; outpouring of thoughts and emotion 

17. Prologue- narrator speaks to the audience before play begins

18. Epilogue- the narrator speaks to the audience after the play

19. Hubris- pride

20. Catharsis- cleansing of the spirit; out pouring of emotion

21. Pathos-pity; a feeling of empathy or sadness for the tragic hero

22. Hamartia- tragic flaw

23. Exposition- Act I sc. i when the audience learns the plot conflict, setting, characters…; en medias res

24. Acts/scenes- divisions of a play 

25. Tableau- characters just freeze

26. Aristotle’s Unities- time (24 hours), place (1 setting), action (1 plot conflict)

